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SUBJECT: TAX-EXEMPTION REQUEST FROM US MISSIONARY GROUP. 

1 . SENATOR ALLEN (D- ALABAMA) WROTE THE DEPARTMENT ON 
BEHALF OF A CHURCH GROUP WHICH DESIRES TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
FOR ITS VEHICLES IN GREECE. TEXT OF SENATOR ALLEN'S LETTER 
FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. MCCLOSKEY: 

-I QUOTE FROM A PORTION OF A LETTER I HAVE RECEIVED 
FROM A CHURCH GROUP IN ALABAMA: 

-"THIS SUMMER WE PLAN TO SEND A MISSIONARY TO GREECE TO 
ASSIST EXISTING CONGREGATIONS. OUR CHURCH HAS ALREADY 
WON OFFICIAL RECOGNITION BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE, WHICH IS 
GREECE'S HIGHEST COURT. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT REQUIRES ABOUT 100 
PERCENT TAX ON MOTOR VEHICLES AND, OF COURSE, OUR MISSIONARY 
WILL NEED A VAN OF SOME TYPE TO BE USED IN THE WORK OF 
TRANSPORTING MEMBERS TO AND FROM THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH, 
MISSIONARY JOURNEYS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND TO TAKE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 101523 

SUPPLIES INTO REMOTE AREAS IN TIMES OF DISASTER. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


-"WE ARE WONDERING IF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WOULD GRANT 
OUR MISSIONARY A TAX-EXEMPT PERMIT OR LICENSE PLATE KNOWN 
AS X.A. YOU CAN SEE HOW DIFFICULT THIS TAX BURDEN WOULD 
BE ON THE WORK OF THE MISSIONARY, AND WE DO HOPE THAT THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT MAY BE GRACIOUS ENOUGH TO GRANT THIS 
TAX FREE ASSISTANCE." 

-I WILL APPRECIATE YOUR SERIOUS CONSIDERATION OF THIS 
REQUEST, AND I DO HOPE SOMETHING CAN BE DONE TO ASSIST 
THIS EXTREMELY WORTHY ENDEAVOR." 

-WITH KINDEST REGARDS, I AM SINCERELY, JAMES B. ALLEN. 

END TEXT. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY ATHENS PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT WITH A 
SUGGESTED REPLY. 
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